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SELECTED BUSINESS INDICATORS 


Billion Dollars Billion Dollars 
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: 1958 1959 
ITEM ‘ 
May 3 May 10 April 18 April 25 May 2 May 9 
ommodity prices, wholesale: 

All MMOD TIS. cocccoccccceccecosccoccccccecs I947-49nI00,. | secccovcce #119,3 119.9 119.9 119,€ 119.6 
Ver OFOUNEID s cuvetnenueedsscssedesensed4seecresxetMader t weaeuguees *97,7 92.5 92.5 92.1 1.4 
Piet, CPOE uisccsdcecsevineaterdeses jveteadsa@theus= svecincses #111.5 107.3 107.5 107.9 107.5 
a NOT ccqmocccecscoccccccese eesaetieeer cnceesnce@coanl shoccseans *125.5 128.1 128.1 128.0 128, 

22 commodities 2/.....66. a ini wag Ro hi a ns a a 84,1 84.4 86.8 67.5 87.5 87.6 

Seber Ube, GEORG BOOB ic boas siccadasestececeesedewsealOeere 132 138 132 142 Peet. xeganesues 
Insured unemployment, total... savateceiscevoussentMties 3,414 3,324 #*#2, 167 ReGen L ccuwcscene | e0%sscees 
Cale Cd UEFE WOOP I o cian ai xacsdscceccesecesoceesOtuees 3, 195 3,112 1,802 [et T) waerekdeas' © asesee«cc 


. : . 770 
Failures, industrial and commercidl,.cccccccecsceseesumboer,, 2 








Finance: 

Currency in cirulation TETTTTTiTTrireT ri coomil, of dol.. 30,520 30,659 
Federal Reserve bank credit outstanding, total 3/....d0....- 24,566 24,763 
Memt bank reserve balances 3/......e0. ‘ spi eawaaseivnds 18,249 18,276 
Excess reserves, estimated 3 cece eererteres . eed. cee 595 629 

Reporting member banks (of F.R ystem) in leading cities:4/ 
Demand deposits adjusted. ...ccccccsccesecce mil, of dol.. 55,699 54,915 
Time deposits, except U. S. Government....sccceeeesdO.eee 27,295 27,444 
Loans and investments (adjusted), Total. ..cccccccecdDOeees 92,485 91,975 
U. S. Government obligations... sesscecece8Oscne 30, 548 30 , 496 
Commercia!, industrial, and agqr. tc a ne 50, 107 30,051 
Real-estate 10GNS (GFOSS) cccccccccsccescccccccceesIOcees 8, 746 8,757 
Bond yields, domestic corporate (Moody's) 3/......percent.. 3.99 4,00 
stock prices, 500 stocks (Stand, & Poor's) 4/,,1941-43-10,, 43,44 43,93 
eg, a a 46,22 46.80 


Production: 


Bituminous Cod! B/eeccccccceccecvcecee thous, Of short tons.. 1,069 1,045 
Electric power, by UTE 1OSiccccceseceeseaMl 1, OF KmRT.. 11,251 11,315 
Motor vehicles (cars, trucks, Coaches)...ceceseseeenumber,, 96, 381 96,178 
Petroleum (crude) and condensat percessantee,. 26 Mts 6,256 6,250 


Stee! S/ecccccccccccescces eee thous, of short tons.. 





Percent of capacity..... a ee ee ee ee #47.8 #49,4 
Freight car loadings, Total...cccccessecseeses thous, Of Cars,, 533 535 


288 





Misce! lAN@OUS. .ccccecceess eeeeeesereee baie be caene eee 














31,365 
27,357 
18,698 

513 


57,793 
28, 376 
95,526 
30,091 
31,275 
9,902 

4.45 
56.96 
60,73 


1,337 
12,609 
162,851 
7,133 
2,657 
93.8 
634 
349 





300 


31,332 
27,472 
18,817 

612 


57,858 
28,439 
94,917 
29,640 
31,229 
9,920 
4,49 
57,73 
61.67 


1,349 
12,538 
161,242 

7, 132 


2,646 
93.5 


647 
347 





12,546 
145,068 


a» 


7,113 
2,627 
92.8 


674 
359 





265 


31,369 
27,424 
18,571 


399 


4,55 
57.61 
61.66 


ee eeeeeee 
ee eeeeeees 
163.0? 
163,026 





eeeeeeeeee 























|/ Data do not always cover calendar weeks, 2/ Tuesday prices, 3/ Daily average. 4/ Wednesday data, 5/ Week beginning May !1, 1959: 
Production, 2,665 thous. short tons; operating rate, 94.1! percent. * Monthly index for Apri! 1958, ##* Includes persons reported under 
temporary programs (TUC) and under Ex-Servicemen's Unemployment Compensation Act of 1958 (UCX). #Based on January |, 1958, annual capac- 
ity (140,742,570 tons); not comparable with 1959 rates which are based on January |, 1959, ennuel capacity (147,635,670 tons). 

MONTHLY BUSINESS STATISTICS 
1958 1959 
1TEM 
March Apri! Januar y February March April 








DOMESTI 

stores: t/ 
Estimated sales (unadjusted), tote!l.....ceeeeemil, of dol.. 15,549 
Duradle-Qoods STOTOBcccccccccecccccccccccccecvceseeWceee 4,860 5,261 
AUTOMOTIVE GFOUP cs, coccesccsesccsesesesevevesseseeWOeees 2,789 2,934 


TRADE 


All retail 
16,273 


Furniture and appliance Group. ..ccecsecsecceces 0 eDO, eee 772 761 
Lumber, building, hardware Qroup...csreeees eoeseeDOeeee 700 876 
Nondur ab le-goods STOreS. cecccescccscscceces evocecesQoves 10,688 11,012 
APPOre! GrOUP.ccccccccccscsccesccceccccsccseseseedOcece 958 1,056 
Drug and proprietary STOreS..cccscccccsessesseesedQseee 534 521 
Eating and drinking placeS...cccsceccseess svveseeOOence 1,124 Firs 
FOOS COUP as0sbccsecercceccesesecovecescoessvesGOsene 4,103 4,048 
Gasoline SETVICS STATIONS, ccccccecccecccccceseooeGOices 1,214 1,252 
mneraimmerchandise Group.cccccccceccccccscevscseedsece 1,553 1,667 
Estimated sales (seasonally adjusted), total. ..ccceeedOeeee 16,066 16,502 


° 
a 


cece 5,020 
2,665 


Ourable-goods STOreS.cccccccccccccccecscceseses 
Automotive GrOup.ccccessecees 
Furniture and appliance grour 

building, hardware ar 


0edO.ees 





Lumber, 822 
Nondur ab |e-qoods 
Apparel! GPOUDsccccccocesecesecevceoe 
Drug and proprietary storesS....ceses 
Eating and drinking places... sceees 
FOO GFOUP. ccccccccccccccccccccccscccccccccceceeedOseee 
Gasoline SEP VIGO STSTIONS, .cicccccecccevccsseenssO@ncecs 
Gener al-mer chandise 


STOP OS, sccccccccccccrcccsccsccces es cee 11,046 
ee 988 1,045 
ee 540 
oe 1,199 
4,162 











OUP cccccccccccccssccsccsceesDOccee 1,729 

inventories: 

Unadjusted, Total cccccccccccsecccccccccccccescceceOOscce 
Our abtle-qoods stores 
Nondur ab le-goods stores..... eocccesccccccccececesWecee 

Adjusted, Toth cccccccccccsecccccsccecs eeeeeceees 
ee ne WE hs 6.606.609 6keebssensedecersacer 

le-qoods SCesoeSS Ce CECSO FOES ES ces eDQccee 13,070 


Estimated 


Cee eeereeeresecceessseeesseseIOeses 


Nondur at stor 








r/ Revised, 1/ 


938! 


Data for April 1959 are 





11,618 


"579 
763 
4,244 
1,367 
1,824 


23,400 
10,920 
12,480 
r24,190 
11,010 
r 13,180 





14, 946 
4,928 
2,899 
747 
684 


10,019 
750 
534 

1,070 

3,869 

1,197 

1,344 


17,552 
5,868 
3,248 

890 
979 


r24,030 
rlt,210 
r 12,820 
r24,120 
r 10,970 
r 13,150 





ri7, 168 
r5,832 
r3,464 

r808 
844 


rit,336 
ri,iol 
r577 
ri,157 
r4,108 
rl,316 
ri,7i4 


r 17,892 
r6,046 
3,340 











17,588 
r 214 
3 592 
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MONTHLY BUSINESS STATISTICS — Continued 
































spree 
1958 1959 
ITEM 
March April Januar y February March Apri! 
DOMESTIC TRADE - Continued 

Retail firms with 4 or more stores: 

Estimated sales (unadjusted), total............mil. of dol.. 3,920 4,051 3,968 3,593 4,159 imidciteneeis 
Retail firms with |! or more stores: 

Estimated sales (unadjusted), Total. ....cccccccccccccedOneee 3,356 3,476 3,418 3,098 3,604 ssdedinecs 
APpOre! GPOUPsccccccccccccccccccccccvcccccscccceceseWecee 220 243 179 160 278 ccccccccece 
Drug and proprietary STOresS..cccccccscecccccccesccesdeeee 86 86 93 87 95 cocccccece 
Eating and Griaking pleceSecccccccccccccccevcccoecesGOccce 69 69 69 67 75 eccccccecce 
Furniture, homefurnishings Stores. ..ccccccecccccceseedWQeces 38 38 33 35 39 6600060600 
Generaimmerchandise Group.cccccccccccccsccsccccesesedOsece 942 1,035 868 BI 1,044 coccccccse 
Grocery STOTOS.ccccccccccecccccccccccccccccccccceceeOOccce 1,516 1,484 1,676 1,470 1,542 6066060060 
Lumber, building-materials deslers....cccccccccccccedOeces 48 60 48 48 59 Se 
Tire, battery, SCCEeSSOry StOTES.ccccccccccccccccccecQOcece 56 68 62 59 69 cecccccese 

Estimated sales (seasonally adjusted), total. ..c.ceceeedOse.s 3,492 3,585 3,724 3,752 3,773 Ree a 
APPOrel GrOUPscccecccccccccccccccccsssccsscccsseseesdOsees 214 224 240 250 251 eocccccccs 
Orug and proprietary Stores. .ccccccccccccccccccsccceDOcces 89 90 98 97 100 cevcecccce 
Eating and drinking places, .ccccccccccccccccceccceceOccce 71 71 75 77 77 coccccceee 
Furniture, homefurnishingsS Stores. .cccccccccccccccsedOeess 37 4) 40 42 39 inlte gai itimatda ines 
Gener al-merchandise Group..ccccccccccccccccccsccsceedQeece 1,061 1,094 , 122 1,125 1,127 coececcces 
GPOCETY SIOTOS, ceccocccccccccccecccccccecoococcocoeesOOsece 1,504 1,540 1,575 1,599 1,607 TTT TT TTT 
Lumber, bui iding-materials dealers... .ccccccsseescesIOsees 57 60 62 64 68 cocccccocce 
Tere, SHTCRTY,. GOOCRSETY SIP OR i ccccccccscsotscnccesOBeese 66 68 80 79 BI cocepocccs 

Wholesale trade: 

Sales, estimeted (unadjusted), total..........-bil. of dol.. 10,2 10,7 tit r10,7 11.9 sacenenees 
Durable-goods estab! ishments....cccccccccccescesccesWeces aS 3.7 3.8 3.8 4.5 ecccccccce 
Nondurable-goods establishments...ccscccsccccsscceesdeeee 6.8 7.0 7.3 6.8 7.5 coccccccce 

Inventories, estimated (unadjusted), total...ccccceeesIOeeee 12.2 12.0 11.8 11.9 12.0 aneducbeos 
Durable-goods establishments. ..ccccccccccsscccescesedseee 6.4 6.3 6.2 6.4 6.5 cocevcccce 
Nondurable-goods establishments. ..cccccesscccccceseedOeeee 5.9 5.7 5.6 5.6 5.5 ccccccccce 

EMPLOYMENT AND WAGES 
Labor force (Bureau of the Census): * 

Civilian labor force, total....cccccccccccccccccssthousands., 67,510 68,027 67,430 67,471 98, 189 68, 639 

Emp 1OyYOd, cocccccccccccccccccccccccccccccceccccccssesWOeeee 62,311 62,907 62, 706 62,722 63,828 65,012 

Aer lculture! emplopment..ccccccccccscoscvecesevceseOOccee 5,072 5,558 4,695 4,692 5,203 5,848 

Nonagricuitural employment....ccccoscccsccccccccessWsees 57,239 57,349 58,013 58,030 58,625 59,163 

Unemp loyed. cccccccccccccccccccceccccoccccccccceseseeWecce 5,198 5,120 4,724 4,749 4,362 3,627 
Employees in nonagricultural establishments: 

Total, unadjusted (U. S. Department of Labor).....000edO.ees 49,690 49,726 50,310 750,315 r50,85! p5!, 338 
Manufacturing. ccoccccccccccccccccccccccccccceccceeeeWeces 15,355 15, 104 15,674 ri5,771 ri5,961 15,991 
MIMI Ne ccccccccccccccccccccbccccccccccccocccccescessOOseee 733 716 704 r693 7686 p6gi 
Contract COMStructiOn.cccccccccccscccsccccccesccesesWeeee 2,316 2,493 2,343 2,256 r2,409 2,634 
Transportation and public utilities... .cccccccccccesIOseee 3,910 3,883 3,836 r3,835 r3,865 p3,877 
Wholesale and retail trade... .ccccccccssccccccccseesIOeene 10,939 10,940 11,052 r 10,990 rit,069 pit,099 
Finance, insurance, and real estate...ccccccccccceesWeece 2,348 2, 356 2,363 2,371 r2, 386 p2,404 
Service and misce! 1NCOUS., ..cccccccscccesecccsccesssWeeee 6,267 6, 384 6,314 6,533 r6,578 p6, 504 
GOVEF MENT. cocccccccccccccccccccsccccscccccscescsseedOseee 7,822 7,850 8,024 r8, 066 r6,097 ps, 138 

Production workers in manufacturing industries: 

TOTO cccccecccecccescscceccceccoccccscovccscooovsoeoeWecee 1,542 1,310 11,855 rit,937 rl2,1t4 pi2,150 

Durable-goods industries I/..cccccccccccccccccccesccIOseee 6,502 6,337 6,739 r6,794 6,934 p6,990 
Lumber and wood products (except furniture).......d0.... 515 520 547 r537 50 p558 
Stone, clay, and glass products...... scocecocsecsesOOeces 403 402 4ii 413 r43% p44i 
Primary metal industrieS....cccoccccecsccccccccsseedseee 885 849 952 r979 ri,Ol4 pi,039 
Fabriceted metal products 2/..ccccccecceccccsecceeDOeees 787 766 820 r8i7 830 pB42 
Machinery (except electrical). .ccccccccsccccccccesdQseee 1,090 1,061 1,057 r 1,090 i,t pi, 120 
Electricoal machinery.....ccccceceees ccccccesccecveWecce 749 729 791 r796 801 p80 
Transportation eQuipment..ccccccccccccscccccccsesedOseee 1,153 1,103 1,216 r 1,203 ri,224 pt,219 

Nondurable-goods industries 1/....cccccccccccececee sWOneee 5,040 4,975 5,116 5,143 r5, 180 p5, 14 
Food and kindred products....ccscecsccccccccscesseWsees 942 949 950 r94% r947 oF 
Textil fe-mlll progucts...cccccccccsccccceseseceses j¢fPices 844 837 a5E r860 r 867 p87 
Appare! and other finished textile products.......d0.... 1,018 987 1,051 ri,078 |, OBE 1,049 
Paper and allied products... cccccccccccscecseseseedOuere 436 44 440 440 442 444 
Printing, publishing, and allied products, Sa ee 547 545 544 545 r551 552 
Chemicals and allied products........... eine cuales: 519 519 515 518 528 95 4 
Products of petroleum and COd!l....cccececscecsccces G9.c00 156 157 154 r 150 15° 15§ 
Leather and leather products. .ccccccccccccsceesseeDuees 320 wo 329 333 r 33! p 524 

Manufacturing production-worker indexes: 
Employment: Unadjusted... .ccccccceccccccscs -- 1947-49: 100,. 93,3 91.4 95.6 r96,5 r97.9 98,1 
Seasonally ad justed........ ineeestewsweiaekan 93.5 92.5 96.5 r96.8 r98, 9, 
Payrolis, uNad Just... cccccccccccccccccccccccccccesccedOs cee 143.6 139.6 158.2 r 160.4 165.1 p 166 
Hours and earnings: 

Average weekly hours per worker, ali manufacturing...hours.. 38.6 38.3 39.9 40.( ra 40.3 
Durable-goods industries.....ceeseeeess petcussnneeialleas 39.0 38.8 40.4 40,3 r40,8 p4t.o 
Nondurab le-goods industriesS...ccccccccccsececscesess Becve 38.1 37.7 39,3 39,4 39.5 39.5 

Average weekly gross earnings, a!! enautectur ine. Jjollars.. 81,45 80.81 87.38 88,00 rB9.24 87 
Dur ab le-goods aa 87.75 87, 50 94.94 95.1! r97, iC f 99 
Nondurab le-goods industries...........-.- pniwewebned €0.066 735.53 73,14 77.81 78,01 78.61 f e 

Average hourly gross earnings, all aanutectur iad. ..o.c0ss0. 2.01 y 2.19 2 r2.22 p?.2% 
Durable-goods industries... ccccsccesccccecsess 0000080 2.25 2.2 2.35 2. c2.3 n?.,39 

Lumber and wood products (except furniture)....... dO... 1.82 1.84 1,89 1.88 riot p!,9% 
Stone, clay, and glass products.......ccssccccces . 2.09 2.09 7, t€ 2,17 ' D 
Primary metal industries.....ccccesccccccescees soutnces 2.57 Py 2.77 2.79 f ! p?.¢ 
Fabricated metal products 2/.........++.. irebeene 090. oe 2.25 2.24 2.52 2.353 . p?, 
Machinery (except electrico!)........cccccceccs seaeens 2.36 2.™ 2.44 2.46 47 p?.48 
Electrical machinery...ccccsccsescesees a6aseees esce8Oceee 2.14 2.14 2.20 r2.21 I p2.2 
Transportation equipment. ..cccccccccccccccccesseseWreee 2.47 2,47 2.62 -62 r2.65 p?.64 
machinery and transportat inment, 


r/ Revised, industri 
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p/ Preliminary, 4/ Includes data for 


es not shown, 


2/ Except ordnance, 





MONTHLY BUSINESS STATISTICS — Continued 











March 


Januar y 


February 





EMPLOYMENT AND WAGES - Continued 


Hours and earnings - Continued 
Average hourly gross earnings - Continued 
Nondurable-goods Industries |/....66. 

Food and kindred products. ...ccccccceess 
Textile-mil! products. .ccceses 
Apparel and other finished textile 
Peper and allied products.....ccccee 
Printing, publishing, and allied produc 
Chemicals and allied products.... 
Products of petroleum and coal... 
Leather and leather products....... 


LUMBER AND MANUFACTURES 
Lumber (Netional Lumber Manufacturers 
Production, total....... 
SOTONONES,, ccccccccccesee 
Shipments, total....ccccoss 
SOTTWOOES. ccccccccccecce 
Stocks (gross), mill, end 
Softwoods...... 


mil, 


METALS AND MANUFACTURES 


Iron ore (incl. foreign ore), operations in all U. 
Receipts at iron and steel plants..... thous. of 


Consumption at iron and stec! plants......eseees 


Stocks, end of month, at furnace yards... eee 
Stocks, end of month, at U. S. docks..... 

Castings, shipments: 
Gray IFOR..cccccccccccce 
Melleadle ION. ccoccocccevcece 
STOO! .cccccccccccccccceccs 

Stee! products, net shipments: 
TOTR? COPE GOEIE eo cccescavccseccs 

Semifinished products..... 


«+ethous, 


Structural shapes (heavy), stee! piling....... 


PlOTES. .ccccccccoccccccccs occcocccccces 
Rails and accessor iesS.......- 
Bars and tool steel, total.. 
Bars: Hot rolled (incl, 
Reinforcing.. 
Cold finished, 


Pipe and tubing... 
Wire and wire products...... 
Tin mill products (inc!, black 
Sheets and strip (incl, electrical), 
Sheets: Hot rolled,... 
Cold rolled, 
Fabricated structural steel: 
Orders, new (net).... 
Shipments...cescceses 
Backlog, end of month 


eee dollars... 
cocccecGOceee 
coceeseIOecee 


products, 


coceeDOceee 


cecceeeIeeee 


coccceDcoee 


ececesD.eee 
occceeIOvece 


occ cedOseee 


Associstion): 


of bd. ¢t..< 


S.districts: 
long tons.. 
00ccedO. coe 


coccceDO.eee 


short tons.. 


-short tons.. 


dO..es 


short tons.. 
ccvcecdOcece 
ecceeDecce 
0 WO. cee 


eee 





r4 


#6 
#12 


2,885 
6,947 
6,272 
4,754 


*868 
2,734 
0,722 


4,449 
207 
317 
47\ 


101 
626 
399 
14} 

80 


454 
240 
516 
1,517 
416 
710 


196 
337 
2,542 


*-. 
yo 


2o- & 


«e 
oy 
nBoO 


. 


—-NNNN=—--N 
Vann Ww 
ee 


. 


3,099 
5,934 
43,437 
4,506 


#753 
##54,650 
#* 103,297 


4,373 
178 
337 
40! 


105 
628 
376 
176 


71 


511 
251 
565 
1, 396 
387 
628 


208 
2> 
524 


2,387 








248 
360 
509 


56 
888 
623 
134 
123 


679 
268 
498 
2,648 
731 
1, 33¢ 


25€ 
224 
1,794 





see eeeeeee 
eee reeee 
eee ereeee 
se eeeeeeee 
eeeeeeeeee 


3,543 
11,512 
38,602 

4,569 


eeeeeeeeee eeeeeeeree 


eeeeeeeeee ee eeeeeeee 


8,118 
344 
554 
65! 


167 
1,201 
825 
217 
159 


950 
362 
714 
3, 185 
928 
1,557 


706 
279 
526 
2,714 
784 
1,330 


255 
260 
1,873 


294 
216 
1,864 





eee eeeeeee 
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